Federal involvement in and control of the investigations 
of the major political assassinations "beginning with that o.l 
John Kennedy is a little known and rarely understood reality. 

It is also in most cases illegal. 

Washington* s offenses against the law, federal and state 
law are greatest in the assassinations of John Kennedy and 
Martin Luther King. They exist in the other cases, for example, 
the F.B.I. literally shook Prince George's County Prosecutor 
who had charged Arthur Breramer with attempted manslaughter 
after Bremmer shot Alabama Governor George Wallace during the 
1972 presidential campaign, Bremmer* s offense was an offense 
under Maryland law but the F.B.I. is impelled to seize control 



in these intensely political cases. Its investigation is 



never in any of these cases what we would expect from Its 
expensive and widely accepted public relations. In Bremmer’ s 
case theFB.I. seized the Bremmer car from Maryland authorities 



searched it and returned it. in this so called exhaustive 
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search, the F.3.I. failed to turn up a second pistol. The 
local police who lack the facilities of the F.B.I., whose men 
are generally not as well trained did find the pistol the 
F.B.I. missed. 

When Washington violates the rights of the states in these 
political crimes there is no hue and cry from those who profess 
an affinity for the right of the states. Generally these are 
of conservative persuasion, however, the same is true of liberals. 
The respected Sew York City Judge, Arnold Eein criticised me for 
first noting and then protesting 'Washington seizure of everything 
including the courts when John Kennedy was killed. At that 
time while it was a federal crime to kill a postman, it was not 
a federal crime to kill the president. But by force over the 
repeated protests of all theTexas authorities, the coroner, 
the Justice of the P e 'ace, ‘Washington took John Kennedy’s body 
back to Washington and thus began all of the controversy, all 
of the dissatisfaction, all of the second and unnecessary 
national trauma as a consequence of this assassination. 
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Judge Fein’s complaint which, is strange for a judge 



when I a non- lawyer and non- judge upheld the law was paralleled 
by other legal eminences, for example the late Alexander Bickel, 
renowned as an expert on Constitutional law took a similar 
position and was impelled by whatever drove him to incredible 
stupidities in an effort to support it, one example is his 
claim in an article in Commentary Magazine in 1966 that a 



rifle could be aimed, fired and hit a moving target in a 
maximum of 1/1 8th of a second. 

In the John Kennedy case Washington having seised the 
crime and jurisdiction over from Texas authorities immediately 
attributed the crime to an unspecified "spirit of Dallas". That 
assassination, like that of Dr. King was committed with bullets 
and not by a spirit. / 



When Hoover illegally 
case there could not have 
against Memphis. Except for 



andimmediately seized the KSSSSaf King 
been this kind of hue and cry raised 
public relations Hoover and Washington 



'j 




were content for Memphis and Shelby County to appear to 
control the case while they did what they wanted behind the 
scenes. 



There is* of course, right and proper for an extradition 



from a foreign land to be handled for the state by the federal 
government. But, it was not right or proper for the federal 
government to have any except ansilary involvement in the King 
assassination, then only in the investigation without the claim 
to what everyone in Washington insisted, there was not: conspiracy. 
There could have been proper federal!, jurisdiction if anybody 
in authority had alledged in a charge that there had been a 
conspiracy to kill Dr. King. Murder is a federal crime only 



if it is committed in the course of violating someones civil 



rights, it then is a /crime under federal law only if it is 

part of a conspiracy. Once Ray was identified as long as it 
took the it did file conspiracy charges not in Memphis, 

but in Birmingham. They were laughable sxpx except this is a 

very grim matter. There was never any basis for it. It was 
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contrived to give a 



fig leaf of legality to the nakedness 

with which once again Washington had seised control of what 

it said was a sta.te crime only. In both John Kennedy’s and 
Martin Luther King's assassinations there were immediate 

political urgencies. They coincided in both cases 8,3 "o hey 

related to the matter to preserve tranquility and peace in the 

country to keep it going with some stability. There could 

reasonably have been a concern over either or in other acts 

of violence perhaps revolution, perhaps even invasion might 

follow. If it is understandable that high ranking officials 
do sincerely hold these concerns and with most people are not 

ever aware of them, what is not understandable is the absolute 

intended violation of the law. 

The perception of a political need, real or illusionary 

is not justification -for violating the lav/. Real political 

needs are met within the law and at least In theory to uphold 

the law and provide security in upholding the law. 

There was never any doubt in Dallas or Memphis that the 

crime was probably the result of a conspiracy. There was 
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never any doubt in Memphis that the crime could not have been 
committed by aii 3 r one man and there could have been no doubt 
within a matter of as little as less than one-half hour to a 
maximum of a couple of hours that no one man assassinated 
Dr. King, that there was inenvitably a conspiracy. This did not 
depend upon deductive or inductive reasoning, it was a matter 
of hard tangible evidence. The Memphis police had the evidence 
in a matter of minutes. It soon turned all of the evidence 
found outside of Conipes in the flop house and removed from 
Dr. King's body over to Jensen. Jensen had it immediately flown 
to Washington by one of his agents. I have records of the F.B.I. 
Washington Headquarters laboratory showing the receipt of this 
evidence the very next day. 

What would have been right about this procedure is if the 
Memphis authorities had kept control over the investigation as 
they did over the prosecution. Had this happened then the 
-•3.1. perform la.boratory services for the local authorities 
would have been right and proper, however, it did not happen 
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the F.B.I. was always in control of the investigation and 
thereby in control of the case itself. This does not mean that 



Washington and Memphis were not pulling in tandem those hor 



ses 



did not pull against each other, they did pull together. The 
reason is both have the same political needs. Memphis, Shelby 
County and the state of Tenn. all wanted it understood that 
there has been no conspiracy within their borders, that this 
still again was a crime by one lone alienated nut. About all 



did they want it believed that there could not have been 



any 



connection with the violence of March 28 and with the strike 
of the garbage workers who had been paid a substandard wage, 



Through this motive we have seen and as by now it should 
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understood whenever there is a crime of this nature, Washington 

always says there is no conspiracy. If this can be justified 

s.s a political need as of the time of the crime after the lapse 
of a short period when it is clear that there will be no 

invasion that the crime is not part of a larger conspiracy with 

o bher murders to xollow any justification disappears. These 
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explanations are necessary because of wide spread papular 

misunderstandings about the role in which the P.B.I. casts 

itself in political crimes. They may or may not be desires 

of the administration but they are the realities on questions 

and unquestionable under Hoover and unimpeded after his death. 

'■'.lien the P.B.I. malfunction/^ as in not finding the 

second pistol in Arthur Bremmer's car, it is not because of 
incompetence. The F.B.I.toiows the F.B.I. well when it wants 

it performs very well, if it is not perfect no one can expect 

are 

it to be, it does not do as well only when there/ external 
pressures in the case of the King assassination, these were 
political pressures. They range from Hoover's which we have 
had a sufficient view to that of the White House which was 
rightfully in terror of the ensuing violence, the violence 
that made this the most costly crime in our history. There is 
another unifying characteristic in all these assassinations. 

It is one that would be intolerable if the lav/ and society 
and the instruments of justice were working properly, were the 
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investigation that of a bowery bum, however, in all 



casej 



the assassinations and assassination attempts were of major 
national political leaders. We are entitled to expect more 
diligent, more exhaustive inquiries in crimes of this kind and 
especially are we entitled to expect this when it comes to the 
performance of the F.B.I. and within the F.B.I. .its laboratory. 

The taxpayers have not stinted in preparing the F.B.I. 
to perform all the known scientific tests. The F.B.I. has 
drawn and does draw on other federal facilities for example, 

In the John Kennedy assassination when on Its own initiative 



it did not undertake to perform neutron activation analysi; 



of tangible evidence. The AEC (the part now known as Energy 
Research and Development Administration, or hxIx ERDA) immediately 
and in its words eagerly offered not only its own facilities 
but those of its contracting agents. The tren Assistant 
Attorney General in charge of the Criminal Division, Herbert 
Miller (later Watergating Attorney General, John Mitchell’s 
counsel) communicated this offer to the Warren Commission. 
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The offer itself was suppressed until one of my freedom of 
information suits brought it to life so the F.B.I. can do 
what it is supposed to, does know what it is supposed to do, 
and one that does not, it is not by accident but by design. 

Here again that awful crime of silence, the number of 
laboratory technicians, administration personnel, clerks, lawyers 
and ordinary agents who have to know about these things and have 
clinched and their tooth and locked their lips is necessarily 
a very large number. All of these arepart of the cover-up 
and that cover-up is necessarily a combination that can be 
considered a conspiracy whether or not the prosecutor will ever 
prosecute himself. 

When it became possible I sued the F.B.I, and the 
Department of the Justice for the results of these scientific 
tests and for other^ records described by the law as 
"public information" 

Possibility was limited in two ways. First the F.B.I. 




